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Community Service Learning (CSL)
• Act 648 of 1993 states that beginning with the 1996-

97 school year, "a student who has completed a 
minimum of seventy-five (75) clock hours of 
documented community service in grades nine (9) 
through twelve (12), at any certified service agency 
or a part of a service-learning school program shall 
be eligible to receive one (1) academic credit that 
may be applied toward graduation."



Required Components of CSL Program

• Preparation-Schools/students should identify a need 
within the community and determine how that need 
can be met through service.

• Action – Students should complete community 
service and log 75 certified clock hours.

• Reflection – Students should engage in a reflective 
activity which connects their service to a larger 
learning goal.



Credit
• CSL is an academic credit, not a course.
• Upon completion of 75 documented hours of 

community service as well as a reflection piece, 
students may be awarded one career focus credit 
toward graduation.

• The appropriate course code is 496010.
• The maximum amount of credit awarded is 1 unit. 
• There are no ½ units of credit awarded for CSL.
• This is a credit, not a graded course. Make sure this is 

not calculated in the GPA.



What Does It Mean to Certify?
• “Certify” means that a service agency or organization has 

submitted to the school appropriate documentation that a 
student has successfully completed sufficient community 
service to be eligible for academic credit.

• Determining those responsible for certifying will be a part of 
the district plan.



Who Can Certify?

• Schools
– Already approved to 

certify by the State 
Board of Education

– All Community Service 
Learning hours are 
under the supervision of 
a certified employee of 
the district

• Non-Profits/Organizations
– Make site application 

through the local school 
board 

– Local board submits 
application to State 
Board of Education 

– Upon approval, staff of 
non-profit can certify 
hours



District/School Plan
• The ADE is requesting that each district submit a 

district/school plan for CSL.
• These plans can be submitted through the online course 

approval system. 
• A template is available on CSL web page.
• Though not a course approval, this will allow the State Board 

of Education to have easy access to the district plan should 
any questions arise.



Elements of the District/School Plan
• School’s plan for meeting the required elements of 

preparation, action, and reflection
• Description of how CSL will benefit the students
• Description of school’s plan to manage CSL program
• Plan for identifying additional partner organizations
• Safety policies and procedures for outside organizations

















Next Steps

• Develop district plan for Community Service 
Learning

• Submit plan to ADE
• Work with local board and State Board to 

obtain site approval for additional partner 
organizations to certify community service

• Implement program, certify hours, and award 
student credit



Contact Information

Thomas Coy
thomas.coy@arkansas.gov

501-682-4250

mailto:thomas.coy@arkansas.gov
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